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Introduction
In this, our 17th report, the International Wine Review focuses on 
the Sauvignon Blancs of the Loire Valley.   New World Sauvignon 
Blanc has received considerable attention from the wine press 
in recent years, but the superb Sauvignon Blanc of the Loire 
has generally remained under the radar screen of most wine 
enthusiasts.  This is despite the fact that the wines of appellations 
like Sancerre, Pouilly-Fum!, and Menetou-Salon provide some of 
the most successful and unique expressions of Sauvignon Blanc 
anywhere and are widely viewed by winemakers around the 
world as the benchmark for high quality Sauvignon Blanc.  Loire 
Valley domaines like Alphonse Mellot, Henri Bourgeois, Domaine 
Thomas, Lucien Crochet, Gerard Boulay, Edmond Vatan, and 
Henri Natter, to name but a few, produce some of the ®nest 
Sauvignons in the world.    

In this report we analyze the geography, climate and variety of 
special soils which provide the unique terroir of the Loire, and 
which contributes to the unique minerality of its Sauvignon Blanc.  
The Kimmeridgean Ridge that runs from Chablis to Sancerre is 
perhaps the most unique and most important geologic feature 
of the Loire in terms of its contribution to terroir.  We examine 
the chemistry of the Sauvignon Blanc varietal, and the variety of 
aromas and ¯avors found in wines of the Loire and other wine 
producing regions.   After describing the principal appellations 
in the Loire where Sauvignon Blanc is produced, we report on 
recent developments in the vineyards and wineries which are 
contributing to the improvement in the quality of the region's 
wines.  Although the Loire is a traditional winemaking region, 
there have been some notable changes in the styles of the 
wines as a result of better vineyard management and improved 
winemaking.  

Next, we explore the special challenges for marketing Loire 
Sauvignon Blanc as a result of the astounding increase in 
the production and consumption of New World Sauvignon 
Blanc in recent years.  Just the increase in plantings in New 
Zealand in the ®ve year period 2004-2008 exceeds the total 
production of Sauvignon Blanc in the Centre-Loire, the source 
of the most famous Sauvignon appellations in FranceÐPouilly-
Fum!, Sancerre, and Menetou-Salon.  Finally, for those who 
are interested in pairing food and wine, we offer readers 

recommendations on combining a wide variety of dishes with 
different styles of Sauvignon Blanc. 

In our tastings of over 100 wines for this report, we found many 
magni®cent, incomparable bottlings of Sauvignon Blanc.   The 
best ones are expensive.  However, one of the surprising ®ndings 
to emerge from this report is the large number of reasonably 
priced, delicious wines produced in the Loire that sell for under 
$20.  The tasting notes and rating section of the report provides 
notes on the wines and identi®es which producers and consumers 
should seek out if they want to taste the ®nest Sauvignons of the 
Loire Valley and, indeed, the world.  
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The Loire:  A Brief History
The Loire is a special place, but beautiful scenery and historic 
castles belie the con¯ict and violence that so often visited these 
lands in the past.  Today it looks almost idyllic with family farms 
producing grapes for wine just as they have for hundreds of 
years, or at least since the 1789 Revolution which ended the 
church's ownership of the best vineyards of the Centre-Loire.  

The church's role in the development of the Loire as a wine region 
cannot be overstated.  The cultivation of the vine and the making 
of wine was dominated by different religious orders since at 
least the end of the 11th century when many of the landowning 
lords of the region sold their vineyards to ®nance crusades to the 
Holy Land.  The ®efdom of Pouilly, for example, was sold to the 
Benedictines, who made wine in Pouilly until the Revolution.

As with all wine areas, changes 
in transportation played a 
critical role in the market for the 
wines of the Loire.   Beginning 
in the Middle Ages, the river 
itself provided a means of 
transporting wine to ports on 
the Atlantic and then onwards 
(thanks to the Dutch) to export 
markets in Europe.    However, 
the principal market for wines 

of the Centre-Loire was Paris, which lies only 80 miles to the 
northwest.   In 1642 the Briare Canal was opened, connecting 
the Loire and Seine river basins and reducing shipping time to 
Paris.  Then in 1858 the railway from Paris reached Pouilly.  The 
advent of the railway meant fruit and produce could be quickly 
shipped to Paris.  Ironically, the result was that Pouilly turned from 
producing wine to growing Chasselas grapes for the Paris table.  

While Sauvignon Blanc has been grown in the Centre-Loire 
for centuries, it has not always been its principal grape.  Pinot 
Noir was the main grape of Sancerre prior to the late 19 th 
century arrival of phylloxera, and about the same time Pouilly 
was making wine mainly from the Chasselas grape, which 
it produced in abundant quantities for the cafes of Paris.  
Phylloxera, of course, required the complete replanting of 
vineyards using American, disease-resistant root stock.  In Pouilly, 
Chasselas was replanted.  However, in Sancerre Pinot Noir 
was replaced by Sauvignon Blanc.  The change re¯ected the 
ease with which Sauvignon Blanc could be grafted to the new 
rootstock as well as the growing recognition that it could produce 
wines of exceptional quality.  Plantings of Sauvignon Blanc in the 
Centre-Loire continued to grow throughout the 20th century, and 
in Pouilly it eventually replaced Chasselas as its principal grape.
 

Modern Times

The Sauvignon Blanc of the Centre-Loire was little known outside 
its own region until after World War II, when Pouilly-Fum! 
and Sancerre appeared in Paris bistros.   One important date 
is 1947, when the father of one of Sancerre's most famous 
winemakers--Alphonse MellotÐopened a bistro in Paris called ªLe 
Sancerroisº where the wines of the region were featured.   The 
popularization of the automobile and the proximity of the Loire to 
Paris increased tourism in the Loire and further exposed Parisians 
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